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THE Importunity of Friends is not plu 
as an Excuſe for this Publication, but, fin 
the Importance of the Subject. | 


Nor is this Diſcourſe offered as an exact ( 


of what was preached ; but it is as nearh 


as Recollection could make it. They who 
the one, if they read the other, will prob : 
recognize the ſame leading Sentiments in b 
and perhaps à Page or two would contain 
that has been either added or omitted. | 


Coleman-Street Buildings, 
iſt Jan. 1788. 
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PRov. ch. xi. v. 30. 


He that winneth ſouls is wiſe 


1 NLV He, who redeemed the ſoul by his 
blood, is able effectually to win it to 
imſelf. The work is his, and they who 
now him will render the praiſe to him alone. 
zut in this reſpect, as in many others, there is 
n analogy between the Natural and the Moral 

orld. In both, he diſplays his power, and 
xecutes his purpoſes, by an inſtituted courſe 
bf means and inſtruments. In both, he often 
ſo conceals his operations under the vail of 
econd cauſes, that, to a common and inatten- 
ive eye, he ſeems to do nothing, when 1n 
Feality he does all, The manna, with which 
he fed Iſrael in the wilderneſs, though more 
Immediately and viſibly, was not more cer- 
tainly, the effect and proof of his providence 
ind goodneſs, than the bread by which wwe 
ive. It is he who giveth the earth virtue to 
produce * corn; the diſcretion of the huſband- 
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* Pſalm civ. 14. 
Wn. man 


merely, as means, and without the concurrenceſ 


appeal to the conſciences of many perſons; theſſ 
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man! who prepareth the ground, and ſoweth MW 
the ſeed is from him 4 And the influence of 
the ſun and the rain, ſo neceſſary to ripen the 
grain, and to,clothe the fields with plenty in 
the ſeaſon of harveſt, is the influence of hin 
who worketh all in all. In this procefs, the 


bleſſing which ſecures. the defired event, i;Þ 


wholly from the Lord, though the labour of 


man, and the uſe of means are indiſpenſable, 
becauſe his appointment has made them ſo. 

Thus in the great concern of winning ſoul:, 
though God, (whole' thoughts and ways are] 
above ours, as the heavens are higher than the 
earth) may, ſometimes, as in the inſtance of 
the Apoſtle Paul, affect and win the heart by 
an immediate and mſtantaneous exertion of hi} 
power; yet this is not his ordinary method. 
Though fallen, we are ſtill rational creatures, 
and he is pleaſed to treat us as ſuch. He pro- 
poles conſiderations and motives in his holy 
word, which, though ineffectual, conſidered, 


of his agency; yet have, in their own nature, 
a moral tendency and fuitableneſs to awake! 
our attention, to convince us of our ſin aud 
miſery, and to recall us to our original late off 
dependence upon his goodneſs, and obedience 
to his will. For the proof of this, I may 


torce of truth has compelled them to trembl: 
like Felix, and perhaps like Herod, to do 
many things; and though their depravity has 
been too obſtinate to yield to conviction, they 


* Iſa, xxviii. 24-29. Matt--u. 43. Adds ix. b 
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Have underſtood and felt enough, to leave them 
ithout excuſe. 

The Lord God uſually employs thoſe whom 
We has already won and ſubdued by his grace, 
Is inſtruments of winning others; and there 
Inte none of his people, 1 2 weak their 
Papacities, or however low their ſituations in 
Wife, but may hope for a ſhare in this honour, 
f they are Kithful to the light he has given 
hem, and live according to the rule of his 
5 vord. But he has inſtituted the office of the 


oſpel Miniſtry, with a more eſpecial view to 


his important ſervice. 
| The. propoſition in the text is ſimple, and 
Plein and the principal diviſion of my ſubject 
s ſuggeſted by the appearance of our preſent 
| KL fembly. I never had an opportunity before, 
* preaching to ſo many of my brethren in the 
Pliſtry, and perhaps I never may again. 
And at my time of life, it becomes me, when- 
gever I ſtand in the pulpit, to conſider ſeriouſly, 
That it is, at leaſt, poſſible, it may be the laſt 
time, and that you, to whom Jam now about 
to ſpeak, may lee my face no more, Were I 
ven ſure of this, how could I more properly 
cloſe my public ſervices, than by aiming, with 
my lateſt breath, to impreſs upon you, my 
friends and brethren, this weighty aphoriſm, 
He that winneth ſouls is wiſe ? May it be written 
upon my own heart while I live ! may it be 
written upon all our hearts! Let the ſcholar, 
ihe | philoſopher, the politician ſettle their 
everal claims to wiſdom, among themſelves; 
but may 74/5 wiſdom be ours. The man that, 


„ineth fouls is truly and emphatica lx wile. 
— I ſhall, 
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I ſhall, in the firſt place, point out the prin- 
cipal acknowledged charaQteriſtics of wiſdom, 


and ſhew that they are all exemplified, in the 
ſpirit and conduct of the Miniſter, who is duly i 
qualified for the ſervice of winning ſouls. 1 
do not ſay that all faithful Miniſters are influ- 
enced by this wiſdom in the ſame degree; but 
unleſs it has an habitual and prevailing influ- 
ence on the plans and practice of a public 
teacher, we need not wonder, if he be neither 
faithful nor uſeful. My chief deſign is to elu- | 
cidate and confirm this firſt point; but towards 
the cloſe of my diſcourſe, I ſhall, ſecondly, 
addreſs myſelf to private Chriſtians, and remind 
you of your common intereſt with us in this 

concern, and the advantages and opportunities 
you have of ſhewing yourſelves Wiſe, by con- 
tributing your endeavours to promote the great i 


deſign of winning ſouls. _ 
The Minifter who winneth ſouls is wiſe. 


1. Wiſdom is diſcovered in the choice of a 
fit and valuable end. If a man has great ta- 
lents and abilities, we do not account him 


wiſe, unleſs he employs them properly ; a life 


whiled'away in low and trivial purſuits, im- 


plies a want of wiſdom.” But he who aims at 
winning fouls, propoſes an end which wel] 


deſerves his application, and will, fo far as he i 
ſucceeds, richly compenſate him for all that 


he can do, or ſuffer, in ſo good a cauſe. ' The 


grand object of his life, in ſubordination to i 
the will and glory of God, is the recovery of 


fouls. | We often. uſe the word win, in a ſenſe 


Which 
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S which the Hebrew term ſuggeſts; as to win a 
battle, or a fortreſs. The foul, in its fallen 
WE ſtate, ſeparated and alienated from God, is, by 
This righteous permiſſion, under the power of 
satan, who rules in it as a ſtrong one* armed 
Win his own houſe or caſtle. Were the effects 
Hof this bondage confined to the preſent life, an 
attempt to free the ſoul from that miſery, miſ- 
chief and madneſs, with which the world is 
filled, would be honourable and important. 
But God, who formed the ſoul originally for 
Shimſelf, has given it ſuch a vaſt capacity, that 
nothing ſhort of himſelf can ſatisfy its defires ; 
und it is likewiſe, by his conſtitution, immor- 
tal. This capacity of being exquiſitely happy 
Or miſerable, and that for ever, renders the 
Youl ſo valuable in the judgment of its Creator, 
t hat He gave the Son of his love to redeem it 
rom fin and miſery, by his obedience unto 
leath, even the death of the Croſs. By this 
adorable method of adjuſting the demands of 
is juſtice, and the honour of his government, 
o the purpoſes of his mercy, his wiſdom and 
lory are more eminently diſcovered to his in- 
lligent creatures, than by all his other works. 

the only wiſe God commends to us his gra- 
ious deſign of recovering ſouls from the domi- 
Dion of Satan, and of winning them to him- 
ell Hf, as the bigheſt inſtance of his wiſdom and 
he podneſs; then, certainly, He who propoſes it 
2at Þ the great end of his life, that, by ſerving God 
he Þ the Miniſtry, he may be an inſtrument of 
to Finning ſouls, is truly wiſe, ſo far as concerns 

of Ws leading aim and object. 23 

4 5 Luke xi. 27. Epheſ. ii. 2. 
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2. Wiſdom 


1 6 1 
« 2% Wiſdom directs us likewiſe | to à (confi. 
de ration and choice of means, proper to the 
attainment of a propoſed end. To attempt 


what is impracticable, however defirable it 


migbt be thought, upon a ſuppoſition that it 
could be accompliſhed, is a mark, not of wil. 

dom, but of folly, A man, without - being 
chargeable with rathneſs, may undertake tog 
mave a ſtone; of ſeveral tons weight, and even 
to raiſe it, if needful, to the top of a tower; 
or to force open the ſtrongeſt gate of a caſtle; 
but then the application of mechanical power 
would be neceſſaty. If he were unacquainted 
with theſe, or diſdained to employ them ;. ii, 
without eſtimating or conſidering the refiſtance 
to be overcome, and relying ſolely on his per- 
ſonal ſtrength, he ſhould attempt to move the 
enormous ſtone with his hands, or to burſt the 
gates of braſs and bars of iron aſunder with hi 
feet, his utmoſt efforts muſt iſſue in wearine(l 
and diſappoĩntment, and no one would think 
him wiſe. The experience of ages has demon- 
ſtrated all endeavours to win ſouls, to free then 
from prej udice, to reclaim them from ti: 
love and practice of ſin, by the mere force d 
human arguments and moral ſuaſion, to be 
equally chimerical and unſucceſsful. The 
Heathen moraliſts laboured much in this way 
but they laboured in vain. Some of them fell 
and acknowledged that human nature was de 
praved, but not knowing the root, nor t 
extent, nor the proper remedy of the di ſordeg 
they wiſhed: to cure, their beſt ſentiments 
however ſpecious in theory, made little mor 
impreſſion upon the hearts of their admirer; 
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r even upon their on, than the falling ſnow# 
Makes upon a rock. If the ancient Sages could 
bo but little, the modern Philoſophers, as they 
Whoſe to be called, have done, if poſſible, ſtill leſs: 
hat a poet dbferved of the former, is, at leaſt 
avually, applicable to the latter, Virtus laudatur 
| cy + Virtue is defined, deſcribed, recom 
1 ended and- praiſed, but wickedneſs and tolly 
Wapidly increaſe under their inſtructions; and 
hile in their pompous declamations they pro- 
Poſe liberty“ to others, they are themſelves the 
ervants, the ſlaves of corruption. The Goſpel. 
Sf Cbriſt, the glorious Goſpel of the bleſſed 
Pod“, is the only effectual mean for reforming 
Pankind. To the man who poſſeſſes, and 
Naos the uſe. of this grand, this wonderful 
Machine, if I may be allowed the compariſon, 
Phat is otherwiſe impracticable, becomes caſy. 
The Goſpel removes difficulties inſuperable to 
uman power. It cauſes the blind to ſee, the 
leaf to hear; it ſoftens the heart of ſtone, and 
aiſes the dead in .reſpaſſes and fin to a life of 
ighteouſneſs. No force, but that of the 
zoſpel, is ſufficient to remove the mountainous 
dad of guilt from an awakened conſcience, to 
am the violence of tumultuous paſſions, to 
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I baiſe an earthly ſoul from groveling in the mire 
echte ſenſuality or avarice, to a ſpiritual and di- 
feli ine life, a life of communion with God, No 


deFyſtem but the Goſpel can communicate mo- 
ges, encouragements and proſpects, ſufficient 
dei withſtand and counteract all the ſnares nl 
ents «ad | | 


1 Pet. ii. 19. 7 1 Ti. 1. 13. 
Ila. xxxv. 8. Matt. xi. 5, 


5. + , temptations 


World, by its frowns or its ſmiles; will en. 


courage. It will make the miſer generous 


Divine Word aſſumed our nature into a per 


[8] 
temptations with which the Spirit of thi 


deavour either to intimidate or to bribe u 
from the path of duty. But the Goſpel; right) 
underſtood and cordially embraced, will infpir: 
the ſlothful with energy, and the fearful with 


melt the churl into kindneſs, tame the raging 
tyger in the breaſt, and, in a word, expand the 
narrow ſelfiſh heart, and fill it with a ſpirit of 
love to God, chearful unreſerved obedience to 
his will, and benevolence to mankind. ; 

I ſhall not treſpaſs upon your time, by de. 
lineating at large my idea of the Goſpel. Yeſh 
it may be proper to mention three points 
which, in my judgment, are eſſential to it. 
The firſt reſpects the character of Jeſus thy 
Saviour. That he is very God and very Man 
God manifeſt in the fleſn'. That in the be 
ginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. That thi 


ſonal union with himſelf, lived and died if 
behalf of finners, and now reigns upon tha 
throne of Glory, over all, God bleſſed for ever, 
That He is the proper object of our worſhip 
ſupreme love, truſt and adoration ; that it 1 
He on whom the eyes and expectation of fin 
ners, ſenſible of their wants and miſeries, art 
fixed *, and out of whoſe fulneſs they all recciv 
life, ſtrength, comfort and grace, to help ut 
time of need. This doctrine is the pillar an 
ground of truth. They who have a rig 
9 x Tim. iii. 16. John i. 1,12. Pl., xxxiv. 5. Job 
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Nec ok the guilt and power of ſin, of the 
WHoliticſs and Majeſty of God, and of the hoſts 
r enemies combined aganiſt their peace, muſt 
ok into deſpair, unleſs ſupported by the 
Wnowledpge of an Almighty Omnipreſent Sa- 
Wviour; who is always near, a very preſent help 
Win trouble; and who'can diſcern the thoughts? 
of the heart; for often their moſt trying and 
Wdangerous exigencies, are beyond the reach of 
Wa creature's eye. Whatever they thought of 
nim before, when they know themſelves, they 
Wcannot entruſt their ſouls to the power, or care, 
Nor compaſſion of a creature; and therefore re- 
Voice that they are warranted and encouraged 
to commend themſelves to him, as to a faith- 
ful Creator !. | | 
The ſecond grand pecularity of the Goſpel, 
is the doctrine of an atonement : that Chriſt 
in his ſtate of humiliation, by his obedience 
unto death, even the death of the Croſs, made 
a full, proper, and perfect ſatis faction for ſin. 
That is, his ſufferings unto death, the tor- 
ments which he endured in his body, and the 
agonies of his ſoul, inconceivable to us but by 
their effects, 8 bloody ſweat in the garden, 
and his aſtoniſhing complaint upon the Crots, 
that God had forſaken him, ) exhibited a ſtriking 
and ſolemn proof to the world, to the univerſe, 
no leſs to angels than to men, that God, in 
affording 'mercy to ſinners, ſtill ſhews his in- 
flexible diſpleaſure againſt fin, and makes no 
relaxation in the awful demands of his Holi- 
neſs, Juſtice and Truth. A ſubſtitution capa- 
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ble of manifeſting} the juſtice of God in the 
higheſt exerciſe of his mercy, that he might 
appear juſt in juſtifying the ungodly*, was 0 
ſuch vaſt importance, to. the honour of God's 
character and government, that if it could have 
been «tected by any inferior means, Chriſt 
died in vain'. The interpoſition of a mere 


creature, even if voluntary, (but what crea- 


ture would dare to draw upon himſelf the. diſ- 
pleaſure of God due to the ſins of men, ) could 
not have diſplayed. the full-orbed glory of all | 
the divine perfections, as it now ſhines. forth | 

= of Jeſus Chriſt. None in Hea- 


in the per 


ven or on earth were able or worthy to inter- 


* 


body upon the ? tree; He who knew no fin, 
was made ſin for us, that we might be made 


the righteouſneſs of God in him. 
There is a third point, which is peculiar to 


the Religion of the Bible, and which difcrimi- 


nates it from all religious ſyſtems of human 
inſtitution. There are few of theſe but con- 
tain ſome important truths. In general, they 
inculcate a degree of attention to the practice of 
ſocial virtues. But no other ſyſtem ever propoſed, 
to all perſons, and as a general truth, the ne- 
ceſſity and certainty of ſupernatural fluence 
and agency; an agency, which from the 
greatneſs of its effect, and the univerſality of 


its propoſal, (being promiſed to all without 


exception, who deſire it,) muſt be divine. 


5 Rom. iv. 5. 7 Gal. il, 22. * 2 Cor. iy. 6. 
1 Pet. il, 244 * 2 Cor. v. 21, 
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pate. Therefore the Son ſaid, Lo I come! He 


imſelf, his ownſelf, bore our fins in his own | 
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hat the bodies of believers are the temples of 
the Holy Ghoſt', that God dwelleth in them 
Aby bis Spirit, that they have received the 
Spirit of God, that they are led by the Spirit, 
walk in the Spirit, and have communion with 
the Holy Spirit; theſe truths are either ex- 
Preſſed or ſtrongly implied in almoſt every page 
Df the New Teftament. 
= The Goſpel then is a meſſage from God. It 
Mains the pride of human glory, and without 
Fcgarding the petty diſtinctions which obtain 
Imongſt men, with reſpet to character or 
Fanks, it treats them all as ſinners in the fight 
f God, and under the power of depravity 
trengthened by habit. As ſuch, it points them 
$ a Saviour; it invites and enjoins them to 
Apply to him, to ſubmit to him, and to put 
heir whole truſt in him; to renounce all 
Pleas of their own, and to plead his name and 
Dis atonement for their pardon and acceptance, 
Ind promiſes to all who thus plead, that the 
Holy Spirit of God will vit them, dwell in 
em, and abide with them, to enable them 
his gracious influence, both to will and to 
o according to his good pleaſure. 75 
2 1 omit other particulars, nor ſhall I at pre- 
Wnt attempt to prove theſe, farther than by an 
Eppcal to obſervation and experience. I truſt 
@y brethren, we all deſire to win fouls. It is 
good defire, it is a noble, a glorious ambition. 
hope we are likewiſe apprized of the nature 
the undertakipg, and are too wiſe to attempt 
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F * I Cor. vi. 19. Rom. viii, 4. Gal. V. 18, 25. 


Cor. xili. 14. 
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= rH God to preach this Goſpel, he will 
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it, or to expect ſucceſs, by any power or exer. 
humbly make uſe of the inſtrument which 
God has a pointed for the purpoſe. | \ This n. 3 
parts of which T have Rated to you. This i; 
the rod of God's ſtrength, which, like th: 
wonder-working rod of Moſes, when held up 
in his name, though wielded by a feeble arm, 
can perform miracles. And I will venture to 
affirm, without heſitation, and without excep- 
tion, that no man, whatever his abilities andi 
qualifications may be in other reſpects, though q 
be had the zeal of a martyr and the powers i 
an angel, will be able to force the ſtrong hold 
of Satan, to caſt down the lofty imagination 
of men, and win fouls to holineſs and happig 
neſs, without it. But, if he be called ail 


o great things: he will be honoured and ſuc 
ceſsful; he will win ſouls ; he will be num 
bered among the wiſe. _ | 4 
Let us appeal to facts. The Apoſtle Pai 
was eminently ſucceſsful in winning ſoul: 
He planted churches in many different a» 
diſtant parts of the Roman empire; wherevM 
he went, Power from on high accompanied ll 
word, and made it effectual, according to ti 
commiſſion he had received from the Lord, i 
open the eyes of the blinded Heathens, to turf 
them from darkneſs to light, and from t 
power of Satan unto God *. Can we propos 
a better example for our imitation ? Would vi 
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* Acts xxvi. 18. 


Kno 


13 


ao the ſubject matter 990 that Pd 
9 4 hich PL uced ſuch extenfi ve an ſalutary 
ects? . us il information. He 
1 


reached Chriſt, crucified; Chriſt the wiſdom 
i Jad power of Gods; the * unſearchable riches 
1 riſt; Chriſt the Man who ſhall judge the 
\  Muvick and dead”; : Chriſt as God, who pur- 
ol Whaſcd the Church with his own blood. As 
wife maſter-builder, he laid this foundation, 
to 43 nd declared, that other foundation can no man 
b. ar He preached the atonement, that 
na hriſt made peace by the blood of his Croſs, 
bf Ried for us while finners, and that we are jui- 
ified by his blood ?. He preached the agency 
af. the Holy Spirit, as abſolutely neceſſary and 
u powerfully efficacious, and aſcribes that opera- 
ion by which Chriſt in his true character is 
nM — to the heart, to the ſame power which 
i ommanded light to ſhine out of darkneſs, in 
che Beginning. Theſe truths were the wea- 
Mons of his warfare*'. He went forth con- 
Huering and to conquer, not by the enticing 
au] 4 ords of man's wiſdom, but in the ſpirit of 
n demonſtration and power. 
u need not tell this auditory what were the 
vl Wdodtrines which ſhook the pillars and founda- 
1 tions of Popery, at the Reformation, and dif- 
fuſed a knowledge and practice becoming the 
I profeſſion of Chriſtianity, among many nations 
au which had been long involved in the darkneſs 
Wof ignorance, ſuperitition and wickedneſs, In 
our own land, it was not a long before the 


I Cor. i. 23, 24. * Ephef. iii. 7 Acts xvii. '3t. 
and XXVi. 28. 1 Cor. iii. 10, 17 9 Col. i. 20. 
2 Cor. iv. 6. 2. Cor. x. 4. 
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money of the Reformation were ſeverely 

iſcountenaniced.” Particularly in the reign of 
Charles the Second, they were oppoſed by me. 
thods which the good providence of God at 
* effectually reſtrained, by favouring us 
with a ſucceſſion of Princes of the Houſe of 
Hanover. If the lives and conduct of thoſe 
who endured fines, ſtripes, impriſonment and 
death, for conſcience fake, be compared with 
the ſpirit and temper of thoſe who inflicted or 
approved them, I think a candid and attentive 
enquiter will be at no loſs to determine on 
which fide the advantage lay, in point of real 
religion and found morality.  _ | 
The fpirit of our preſent excellent conſtitu- 
tion and government, allows us a degree of reli- 
gious liberty unknown to our forefathers, for 
which we cannot be ſufficiently thankful; and 
the doctrines of the Reformation, and of the 
Apoſtles, are ſtill preached. Nor have we 
reaſon to fear that fanguinary laws, and the 
iron hand of arbitrary power, will be employed 
to filence us. Yet the doctrines themſelves i 
are far from being generally acceptable. The 
ſpirit of oppoſition is awake, and active as for- 
merly, though the method of its attack is 
varied. But great is the truth, and will pre- 
vail. It has triumphed over violence and rage; 
it is equally ſuperior to the arts of ſubtlety and 
refinement. We are not afraid to repeat the 
Apoſtle's challenge: Who is he that overcometh 
the world, but he that believeth that Feſus i 
the Son of God? Which is the ſcheme of 


7 x John v. g. | 
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I in the preſent day, which produces 
| i — 2 to "he holy 
ame of the Lord our God, the moſt habi- 
Val and (devout obſervance of his holy day, 
d of family worſhip? What kind of 


Sccaching evidences itſelf to be a doctrine 
ccording to Godlineſs, by the moſt nu- 
zerous, and notorious inſtances, of perſons 
claimed by it from habits of groſs licentiouſ- 
ess, and effectually taught to fear the Lord 
Id depart ſrom evil? What are thoſe prin- 
Poles, which, by experience, are found moſt 
itable, and moſt powerful, to ſupport the 
Sul under the preſſure of great afflictions, or 
on the near approach of death? I know 
ere are people under afflictions, who, like 
Waraoh, harden themſelves yet more; who 
luc themſelves upon a proud Stoical reſolu- 
Ja . c 
pn, and deem it a weakneſs to complain. 
5 t Chriſtian fortitude is a very different thing. 
is the temper of a humbled pardoned ſinner, 
w o has entruſted himſelf and his all to the 
Niour, and, believing that he condeſcends to 
ect all his concerns, ſubmits to his appoint- 
Ents, not by conſtraint, but willingly ; ſen- 
le that the wiſdom and love of him, in whom 
8 confides, will chuſe better for him than he 


e- 
e; 0 d poſſibly chuſe for himſelf. I know, or 
nd {We read, that the American Indians, when 


he . to death by their enemies, in the midſt of 
thmoſt excruciating tortures that cruelty can 
„Neat, will ſing their war ſongs, and inſult 
of Fir tormentors, without uttering a groan or 
edding a tear; and I have likewiſe read of 
lloſophers, who, to confirm their admirers 
9 in 


ion 


1 16 ] 
in a perſuaſion, that Infidelity had freed the 
from all fear of death or its conſequences, h: 
jeſted in their dying hours. What a contr; 
to theſe is the relation we have of the dex 
of Stephen, who, with the utmoſt compoſu 
comtnitted his departing ſpirit* into the han 
of bis Saviour, whom he ſaw ready to recei 
him, and employed his lateſt breath in pray 
for his murderers! When a believer in Je 
is about to die, he does not expreſs the fien 
like phrenzy of à Savage, or the ill-ti 
levity of a buffoon: he is ſerious and rec 
lected. Conſcious of his unworthineſs, 
knowing whom he has believed, he rejoif 
with a joy unſpeakable and full of 'gloo 
There is often a dignity and energy in the lf 
guage of plain people, in dying errcumſtany 
tar ſuperior to what might be expected fri 
their former: habits of life: they ſeem to hi 
new ideas and new faculties ; heaven opened 
them, and opened in them, while yet in 
body. [Ignorant and profane perſons, who: 
ſometimes ſpectators of ſuch ſcenes, have b 
aſtoniſhed at effects, which, though they co 
not account for, have for the moment 1ecralfi 
extorted from them the with of Balaam, Bl 
me die the death of the righteous, and let nt 
end be like bis By theſe effects on the 1 
and deaths of thoſe who cordially receive 
the Goſpel which we preach; the doctrine 
the Crols, , approves itſelf to be the power 
God ,unto Salvation, the ſure and only ml 
of winning fouls to his favour and image. 
f + Ads vii. 534-69, 1 Pet, i. 8 Num. xxili. 
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of it, and the ſtate of religion amongſt us, 
plead my excuſe. Thus far we have advanced, 
If it be Wiſdom to aim at a great deſign, 
ad to adopt the moſt fit and proper means for 
the accompliſhment, the Man my text ſpeaks 
of is Wiſe. His End is great, to win fouls. 
Ire Mean he employs is the Goſpel, which 
God has revealed and inſtituted for this very 
Wpurpoſe, and with which his power and bleſ- 
Jung are ſurely connected by promiſe. 

3. Yet the knowledge of a worthy end, and 
of the means by which it may be- attained, is 


not ſufficient to denominate a wiſe man. If 


ye be truly wiſe, and his object of great im- 


diverted from it, but will rather hold and 
manage every inferior concernment, in a due 
ſubſervience and ſubordination to his main 
point. Sir Iſaac Newton, when a child, 

might poſſibly have amuſed himſelf, as many 
other children have done, by blowing up 
bubbles in ſoapy water with a pipe. But it 
was not a childiſh amuſement in the hands of 
this ſublime genius, when he applied it amo 
other experiments to diſcover and eſtabliſh that 
theory of light and colours, by which, in his 
admirable Syſtem of Optics, he enhghteneg 
the world. But if we ſpeak ſtrictly, the moſt 


which mankind are capable, if directed no 
higher than to the concerns of the preſent life, 
are trivial and worthleſs as the ſports of chil» 
dren, or the wretched amuſements of lunaticg,. 
*- | to 


If I bave taken up too much of your time 
with this ſecond particular, let the importance 


portance, he will not ſuffer himſelf to be eaſily 


important employments and diſcoveries of 


y - 
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te am Immorini, who is ſoon, very foon, to pats 
into the unſeen world, to appear before the 
Judgment Seat of God, and to be fixed, accord- 


iog to his righteous award iu a ſtate of eudleſs 


happineſs: or miſery. The deſire of pleaſing 
Gods rand of doing all to his glory, which 
/aould be the ultimate end of a rational creature, 
and an be, if he feels his dependance and his 
obligations, this, like the fabled philofopher's 
ſtone, turns every thing into gold, ſanctifies 
the moſt common actions of life, which be- 
long to the ſituation in which Divine Provi- 
dence has placed us, and gives them a fubli- 
mity and dignity. Confecrated by this inten- 
tion, they become acts of devotion. They have 
a.yery low idea of religion, Who confine it to 
what we uſually mean by devotional exer- 
ciſes. The truly religious man does indeed 
bow his knees in ſecret before the Moſt High 
God, he carefully conſults his Holy Word, he 
waits upon him in his public ordinances. In 
theſe: ways he deri ves freſh-ſupphes from the 
fountain of Wiſdom and Grace, and his 
ſtrength is renewed. But he does not leave 
his religion in the cloſet or the church; it 
abideth in him, is the governing ſpring of his 
whole conduct, and according to the degree of 
his attainment in faith and love, and allowi rn 
for the unavoidable abſtradiions incidental 
our frames, (winch are too weak and limited 
be able to fix our attention cloſely upon ma 
things at ouce,) whether he be upon the Thro: | 
or the Bench, upon the Parade or the Exchang 
whether he be called to ſerve God in à pub 
capacity, ot iu private life, whether he be in 

93 4 | ſtars 
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ſtate of affluence, or earns his honeſt breach hy 
rns ſtation and ſitua- 
tion he is a ſervant of God, from morning to 
night: and theſe very different ſervices, are all 
equally acceptable to Him, who ſeeth not as 
man ſeeth, and eſtimates them, not by their 
comparative” importance in our view, but act 


cording to the principle of love by which they 


are performed, and the ſublime end to which 
they are directed. N 290571840 1:90 bus 
But we, my brethren, who are Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, have this great advantage, (if iu- 
deed we improve it,) that our particular calling. 
as Members of Society, coincides with our ge- 
neral calling as Chriſtians. The perſon who 
ſerves God in a ſecular calling, may, as I have 
obſerved, be equally acceptable to God; becauſe 
equally devoted to his will; but his advantages 
and opportunities for winning ſouls; are not 


equal to ours. It is our profeſſed and appro- 
priate buſineſs; and we are freed from the 
incumbrances of worldly buſineſs, that we 


may give our whole attention to this vety 
thing. If we are wile, we ſhall watch and 
pray againſt being 1unpeded by any ſtudies and 
purſuits, which have not an evident tendency 
to promote our ſucceſs in winning ſouls. Vou 
have probably heard what is related of the ad- 
dreſs of whale-fiſhers, when the whale, irri- 


tated by the wounds he has received, attacks 


their boats. It is ſaid, they have a tub in rea- 
dineſs to throw into the ſea, and that, while 
the whale furiouſly encounters the tub, the 


* 
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bdtt has time to eſcape. Whether this be fact 
or not, methinks it may ſuggeſt a uſeful leſſon 
to us. Many things, not criminal in them» 
ſelves, will prove ſo to us, if we ſuffer them, 
by engroſſing. too much of our time and 
thoughts, to divert us from our principal ob- 
ject. It may not be wrong, it may be com- 
mendable, for a Miniſter to poſſeſs ſome general 
knowledge of Philoſophy, Hiſtory, Criticiſm, 
and other branches of literature, or of the con- 
troverſies which have diſturbed; the peace of 
the Church. But perimus in licitia. An over 
attachment to theſe ſtudies, tho' leſs ſcandal- 
ous, may prove little leſs hurttul to our Mi- 
niſtry than the love of pleaſure, or the love of 
money. He who is duly ſenſible of the im- 
portance and difficulty of winning fouls, will 
find bur little leiſure for ſorting ſhells or butter- 
flies, for ſtudying: grammatical niceties, for 
poring over manuſcripts ſcarcely legible, for 
decy - Bora ancient inſcriptions, or entangling 
himfelf in the dry unintereſting thickets of 
controverly. He will be careful leſt avo- 
cations of this kind ſhould prove like the 
tubs I have mentioned, amulements to di- 
vert his attention from the ſtate of fouls 
around him, who are in danger of periſhing 
in ignorance and fin. We are ſet as watch- 
men ta ſound the alarm, to warn the wicked 
of their evil ways, to direct enquirers into the 
paths of peace, to paint out the ſnares and 
temptations to which they are expoſed, to 
exhott and cbarge thoſe who profeſs the truth, 
that they walk worthy of God who has called 
them to his kingdom and glory, in a word 10 
OE 4 1412 
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e our beſt endeavours publicly, and from 
1 ** to houſe*, in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon; 
BS build: up our hearers in their moſt holy 
With, We are to give an account of the = 
nts, opportunities, and fouls entruſted to us, 
yd we ſhould tremble at the thought of being 
zen obliged to confeſs, while thy ſervant was 
ſy here and there, the man was gone, If 
ch an eminent ſervant of God as Archbiſhop 
mer, though poſſeſſed of the faith and hope 
W the goſpel, found cauſe, when reviewing 
paſt life on his dying bed, to cry out re- 
Eatedly and earneſtly, Lord, forgive my fins 
omiſſion ! how jealous ought we to be of 
&cſelves! It behoves us to uſe the language 
# Nehemiah, to many propoſals and purſuits 
Which our inclinations may plead for, „I am 
Wing a great work, ſo that I cannot come 
8 wo. Why ſhould the work ceaſe, while I 
Nie it, and come down to you.” Seldom is 
man remarkably ſucceſsful and eminent, 
i arts or ſciences, in the acquiſition of wealth 
W power, who does not reſolutely deny him- 
Wt in other reſpects, and make every ſecondary 
Wit give place, ſo far as it ſtands in compe- 
Jon with his leading and favourite object. 
Ich a determined reſolution, to follow the 
owed deſign of our calling as the Ore thing, 
« compa iton with which, every thing elle is 
be undervalued and neglected, if likely to 
der us, is eſſential to that wiſdom, which 
pue can qualify us for winning ſouls, 


WM. 


Ads xx. 10. 2 Tim. iv. 2. 991 Kings XX. 40. 
en. vi. 3» T 


* 


| 4. This 


coſt, and without being apprized of the difif 


4: This Wiſdom implies Fortitude alſo. 
we engage in this work without counting th 


culties and ſnares to winch it may expoſe u 
or if we cannot, in ſome meaſure,” ſay wii 
the Apoſtle, None of theſe things move m 
we ſhall-probably be ſoon diſoouraged. WH 
ſhould we think of a Stateſman, who, having 
formed a wiſe and noble plan for the benefitq 
a kingdom, and having the means, neceſſary if 
accompliſh it, within his power, ſhould be di 
terred from carrying it into exccution, thoug 
it was approved by all competent judge 
merely becauſe he could not bear to be milu 
derſtood, or miſrepreſented, by the very love 
of the people, or by the children who play if 
the ſtreet? His want of ſpirit, upon ſuchf 
ſuppoſition, would doubtleſs be eſteemed 
want of wiſdom. But this is a faint repn 
ſentation of our folly, if, believing ourſel 
to be the ſervants of God, being convinced, 
we ſay, of the worth and danger ſouls, ali 
knowing that the Goſpel of God, committ 
to our truſt *, is the only poſſible mean of th! 
recovery; a regard to the fear or fayour of m 
ſhould prevail on us to ſuppreſs or ſoften 0 
meſſage, and to-accommodate ourſelves to th 
taſte, inſtead of conforming to our inſtruction 
leſt we ſhould diſpleaſe them. Would 
earthly king bear with an ambaſſador who wall 
guilty of ſuch timid treachery ? We can 
my brethren, think too humbly of / ourſelvq|f 
but we may magnify our office, and we ougl 
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üs riſe; at leaſt, we ate amnbaſſadors for 
Wriſt , that the meſſage we are to deliver, is 
| St ours, but His, by whom we are ſent. 
e are not anſwerahle for the ſucceſs, but we 
under the ſtrongeſt obligation to be faithful. 
He whoſe we are, and whom we ſerve, is 
I ff able to ſupport us. Let us not fear the 
. proach of men, nor be afraid of their revil- 
Ms. In the fight of our Lord God, all the 
tions of the earth, collected, are BE than 
3 thing, and vanity,. naapbdonble as the W 
Which, falls unperceived from the bucket, 
eduſt“ which cleaves to the ſcales tx ho 
> Wccing the balance. The Apoſtles were wiſe ' 
ein ſouls. They tried the ſpirit of the 
Prld before us, and were deſpiſed and inſulted b 
it. They were accounted the off-ſcouring 
J filth of all things, and ſuffered much ſhame 
their Lord's fake 7; but they eſteemed | 
me, in ſuch a cauſe, their higheſt honour, | 
Wis endured the Crols, and deſpiſed the ſhame, | 
mem and for us. He was buffetted, ſpit 
1 . treated as a madman, a ate urn and 
Wighed to ſcorn. Let us go forth bearing his 
Wproach,.in meckneſs of wiſdom inſtructing | 
Woe who oppole, not rendering railing for | 
þ ling, but pitying and praying for. them: ö 
Wt let us be firm and unmoved, and not heſi- 
c to {peak the truth in love, whether they | 
In hear, or whether they will forbear. We ö 
all not ſpeak wholly in vain; and to be in- 
umental in ſaving one ſoul from death, is 


n 

a | 

ug! 2 Cor. v. 20. II. li. 7. Ana. xl. 16. 
Cor. iv. 13. Ads v. 41. 
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an honour, ſufficient to compenſate for all t 
ſlights and contempt we can meet with fro 
an unkind world. It is, indeed, our duty i 
ſtudy to find out acceptable words, to ende 
vour to pleaſe men for their edification, and if 
be careful not to add to the unavoidable offeni8 
of the Goſpel, '-by debaſing our zeal with tl 
unhallowed fire of an angry ſpirit: but i 
degrade our character, if we appear too - (ol 
citous to conciliate the good opinion of mei 
or to depend upon their favour. The Loc 
who employs us, will take care of us; an 
to live in a ſpirit of unreſerved dependany 
upon Him, will raiſe us to a noble indepeq 
dence, with reſpect to creatures. All hea 
are in His hands: He will protect our perſoſ 
and characters, ſupply our wants, controul of 
enemies, and raiſe us friends, ſo far as He {| 
it needful, without any ſollicitude on our part 
if we can but put our truſt in Him. Sud 
are the principles of Chriſtian fortitude. Hi 
who is wiſe to win ſouls, loves his fellow 
creatures, but he cannot fear them, becau 
he fears the Lord. He will neither provokffi 
nor dread their frowns, nor will he mean 
court their ſmiles. He knows, that if th 
receive his meflage, they will love him for ti 
truth's ſake, and-he neither expects nor delir 
their favour upon other terms. By the Croll 
of Chriſt he is crucified to the world,“ and ti 
world to him. He has choſen his fide. Il 
will ſerve the Lord,“ and he will uſe his ut 
moſt influence to prevail on others to {cri 


Gal. vi. 14. # Joſhua xxiv. 25. 
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him likewiſe; ſo far as he ſucceeds, he feels 
a joy ſuperior to the joy of harveſt, or of thoſe 
who divide? the ſpoil. When he cannot ſuc- 
Weceed, he is grieved, but not diſconcerted; 
| Wand, for the moſt part, his calm but ſtedfaſt 


e 


n perſeverance in well - doing, will gradually 
eaabliſh his character, ſtop the mouth of ca- 
Wlumny, and extort a reverence to his perſon, | 
i even from thoſe who cannot bear his doc- 
cn 4 Itrine. 
| I ſhall mention but one particilue more, 
. Ew hich, though experience ſhews to be not fo | 
i _ oe neceſſary, as thoſe, which, I have al- 
Peady ſpecified becauſe, in fact, it has been | 
too little regarded by many who have been wiſe 
to win ſouls ; yet is certainly a branch of that 
; Jviſdom which, as Miniſters, we ought inceſ- 
antly to aſk of God. I mean, a due attention 
to the importance of Union among thoſe who _ 
ure engaged in the fame cauſe. A great ſtreſs | 
has indeed been often laid upon uniformity of | 
onWcentiment, and modes of worſhip ; but this, 
an the preſent ſtate of human nature, can no ö 
vouW@nore be effected either by force or perſuaſion, 
au Than men can be forced or perſuaded to a uni- ö 
the Wormity of ſtature or complexion : and if it | 
th Niere practicable, it might prove of little value. 
117 he form of Religion may be ſtrenuouſly con- 
o ended for, by thoſe who are ſtrangers to the 
Power of it; but the beſt form we can con- | 


| thi 


Wccwve, if deſtitute of power, 1s lifeleſs, like 
du be body without the ſoul. The true unity 
(cr pf ſpirit is derived from the things, in which, f 


Ila. ix. 3. 
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thoſe, who are taught and born of God, agree 
and, ſhould not be affected by thoſe in which 
they differ. The Church of Chriſt, collec. 
tively conſidered, is an army; they ſerve undef 
one Prince, have one common intereſt, and 
are oppoſed by the ſame enemies. This arnyſf 
is kept up, and the places of thoſe who ar 
daily removed to the Church triumphant, ſup- 
plied, entirely by thoſe who are reſcued ani 
won from the power of the enemy, which iP 
chiefly effected by the Goſpel Miniſtry. Thi 
conſideration ſhould remind Miniſters, that i 
is highly improper, I might uſe a ſtrongef 
expreſſion, to waſte much of their time ani 
talents, which ought to be employed again 
the common toe, in - oppoſing thoſe, who 
though they cannot exactly agree with them ij 
every ſmaller point, are perfectly agreed, auf 
ready to concur with them, in promoting the 
principal deſign. | A wiſe Stateſman, who hi 

a point much at heart, which he cannot carr 
without aſſiſtance, will gladly accept of hely 
from perſons: of all parties on whom he ca 
prevail to join with him, and will not, at ſuc 

a criſis, preclude himſelf from this advantagy 
by an unſeaſonable diſcuſſion of more minut 
concerns, in which he knows they muſt, a 
will, be againſt him. When I fee Miniſters q; 
acknowledged piety and reſpectable abilitiY 
very buſy in defending or confuting the ſmall 
differences, which already too much ſepara 
- thoſe, who ought to be of one heart and of 
mind, though, while they are all fallible, the 
cannot be exactly of one judgment; thoug| 
give them credit. for their good intention, 
dg _ 
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W cannot but lament the miſapplication of their 
Neal, which, if directed into another channel, 
would probably make them much more ſuc- 
Neeſsful in winning ſouls. Let us ſound an 
alarm in the enemies camp, but not in our 
own! I have ſomewhere met with a paſſage of 
Wancient hiſtory, the ſubſtance of which, tho' 
1Þ- 2 my recollection of it is but imperfect, I will 
ndWrelate, becauſe I think it very applicable to 
\ i|fithis part of my ſubject. It is an account of 
hifWtwo large bodies of forces, which fell in with 
each other in a dark night. A battle imme- 
Wdiately enſued. The attack and the reſiſtance 
were ſupported with equal ſpirit, The conteſt 
ini was fierce and bloody. Great was the ſlaugh- 
ter on both ſides, and on both ſides they were 
Son the point of claiming the victory; when 
the day broke, and, as the light advanced, they 
con perceived, to their aſtoniſhment and grief, 
hat, owing to the darkneſs of the night, they 
3.0 been fighting, not with enemies as they 
oh ad ſuppoſed, but with friends and allies : 
pb they had been doing their enemies work, and 
SWweakening the cauſe they wiſhed to ſupport, 
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tag The expectation of each party to conquer the 
nulother, was founded upon the loſſes the oppo- 
anWnents had ſuſtuined ; and this was what propor- 
rs (WWtionably aggravated their lamentation and di- 
i tioWtreſs, when they had ſufficient light to ſhew 
allaWhem the miſchief they had done, Ah! my 
araMeriends, if ſhame be compatible with the hea- 
| ovenly ſtate, as perhaps in a ſenſe it may, (for 
theWelievers, when moſt happy here, are moſt 
100 Wlenſibly aſhamed of themſelves,) ſhall we not, 
on, Neven then, be aſhamed, to think how often, in 


inn E 2 this 


this dark world, we miſtobk our friends for 
foes; and that, while we thought' we were 
fighting for the cauſe of God and truth, we 
were wounding and worrying the people whom 
he loved, and perhaps indulging our own nar- Þ 
row, ſelfiſh, party prejudices, under the fem- 
blance of 40a 0. his glory. 


I hope what I have hitherto offered, though 
more directly addreſſed to Miniſters, may not 
be altogether unintereſting or unuſeful to the iſ 
reſt of my auditory ; but you, who are not in 
the Miniſtry, if you have taſted that the Lord 
is gracious, have a defire, in common with us, 
to win fouls. And there is not only ample 
room and ſcope for your endeavours, in concert ſh 
with ours, but, without concurrence on your 
parts, we can expect but little ſucceſs. You, 
likewiſe, it animated by the wifdom which is 
from above, even thoſe of you who are in the 
moſt confined ſituations, may be greatly in- 
ſtrumental in winning ſouls. 

1. By your example. If you walk agree-W 
ably to your profeſſion, blameleſs aud harm. 
leſs as the children of God, ſhining as lights 
in the world. When we preach a free falva-W 
tion by the blood of Jeſus, they, who knovl 
no better, miſrepreſent our doctrine, as beiigh 
unfavourable to the practice of morality. 
ſuppoſing, that by the ſtreſs we lay upon 
faith in his atonement, as the only fold 
ground of hope for acceptance with God, weg 


s Y * 
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* Phill, ii. 15. 
encourage 
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courage men to expect to be ſaved at laſt, 
Whether they obey his commandments or not. 
ic endeavour to convince them of this miſ- 
re, and to prove, that as without faith it is 


poſlible to pleaſe God 3; ſo it is no leſs 
poſſible for any perſon to poſſeſs true faith. 


Vithout earneſtly endeavouring to pleaſe and 


ey him in all things, from principles of love 


d gratitude. The proof of this is eaſy, to 


Poſe who underſtand the Seriptures and ac- 
Powledge their Divine Authority. But many, 
a, moſt people, are more likely to be con- 


nced by what they obſerve of you, than by 


What they hear from us. We aſſure them 
Wat our goſpel teaches thoſe who receive it, to 
Wnounce all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, to 
e ſoberly,* righteoufly and godly ; to be 

mperate in proſperity, patient under afflic- 
pn; to fill up their ſeveral relations in life 
* th integrity and diligence; to be chearfully 

bmiſſive to the will of God under all 
c anges; to be meek, gentle and benevolent, 
@rbearing and forgiving ; in a word, to do, in 


| caſes, to others, as we would they ſhould 


Ponto us“. Happy tor us, if when we look 


und upon our hearers, we can with confi- 


mee ſay, Te are our epiſtles, known and read of 


nen . If any atk us concerning the tendency 
Four doctrines, ſhall we ſend them to you, that 
bey may notice, not only your ſerious and 
Paſtant attendance upon public worſhip, but 
Wc good order of your families, your beha— 


Heb. xi. 6, Titus ji. 12. Matt. vii. 12. 
2 Cor. ili. 2. 
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affect to ſcorn or pity you? If they treat 


. they are contradicted by their own conſcicn 


they ſecretly reverence you. It is only if 
triffing half profeſſor, who hears the golf 
and talks about it, but diſhonours it by 
practice, whom the world really deſpiſe. 4 


racters? But, alas tor thoſe, who, by ti 


To 


viour as hufbands or wives, parents or ch; 
dren, maſters or ſervants, your punQuality 
buſineſs, and to all your engagements and pr 
miſes, and the tenderneſs you diſcover to th 
characters and concerns of your neighbour 
Shall we ſend them to you; when you are 
trouble, when you are viſited with fickneſs a 
ſtrong pain, or when the deſire of your eyes; 
taken away with a ſtroke”, that they may 
with their own eyes and be ſatisfied, that y, 
have neither followed cunningly deviſed fabl: 
nor contented yourſelves with mere lifel: 
"notions of the truth; but that your religion 
Teal and powerful, and not only inſpires y 
with a good hope — a future ſtate, b 
is the ſource of your comfort, and the {pri 
of your conduct, in the preſent life? May ff 
venture, my friends, to make this appeal 
Then undoubtedly you are wile to win 1oulf 
A profeſſion like yours cannot be without: 
influence within your -own circle. Do 
perſons, who know your whole deportmeſ 


as hypocrites, they are hypocrites themſel. 


I will not ſay they love you, but be af 


who can blame them for deſpiſing ſuch ch 


caufing the ways of truth to be evil ſpoken 
lay ſtumbling-blocks before the blind.“ 


7 Ezek. xxiv. 16. * Levit. xix, 14. 


* 
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W The effects of a conſiſtent converſation be- 
ning the goſpel in thoſe who profeſs it, 
ee remarkably exemplified in the firſt Chriſ- 
n Church at Jeruſalem. They were appa- 
ay like ſheep without a ſhepherd, ſheep in 
e midſt of wolves, They were ſurrounded 
W the very people who had lately murdered 


> all ; 
Weir Lord. But the holineſs, love, joy, 
Wace, union and ſimplicity, which animated 


Weir conduct, impreſſed an awe upon the be- 
ders, ſo that no poor pretender durſt pre- 
me to join them;? and though diveſted of 
W outward advantages and ſupport, the peo— 
e were conſtrained to magnify them. Were 
4 is ſpirit more general amongſt us, 1 believe 
W would be more effectual to ſtop the mouths 
gainſayers, and to ſilence the cavils of infi- 
bs, than all our books and ſermons. And 
Wc twelve Apoſtles, were they now living 
ongſt us, would probably preach to little 
Wrpole, unleſs a meaſure of this ſpirit, were 
Wicoverable in their profeſſed admirers. 

2. By your prayers. You are not called to 
each the Goſpel, but, in this way, you may 
eatly aſſiſt thoſe who are. Brethren, pray 
Ir us. Our work is great; the difficulties we 
ee to ſurmount, the ſnares and temptations 


.. aj 

go hich ſurround us, and our infirmities, are 
y | any. Who is luthcient for theſe things; 
A 


he Apoſtle Pau], diſtinguiſhed as he was by 
ee eminerice of his grace, experience and ſer- 
i ces, ſet a high value upon the prayers of 
cnWod's people, Hear how he pleads with them, 


9 Acts v. 1 3. 


with 
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with an earneſtneſs, like that of a needy beg: 
requeſting alms: I beſtech you, brethren, / 
the Lord Feſus Chriſt's ſake, and for the love 
the Spirit, that you firive together in yl 
prayers to God for me. And pray, That 
word of the Lord may have free courſe, may ri 
and be glorified*. The Lord has promiſed to 
great things for his people, but he has ſi 
That He will be inquired of by them, to do it jill 
them *. Prize, and improve, your great privileg 
of acceſs to the throne of Grace, by which; 
every believer in Jeſus, like Iſrael of old, 8 
power with God and with man. In anſwer 
effectual fervent prayer, the army of Sennachq 
rib* was deſtroyed in a night, and Peter ug 
delivered from a ftrong priſon, and from til 
.malice of Herod. The efficacy of prayer 
ſtill. the ſame, If the Lord were pleaſed to pou 
out a ſpirit of prayer and ſupplication up; 
his people, we ſhould find our public ord 
nances more lively and more fruitful: } 
ſhould then hope to be more ſucceſsful in wir 
ning ſouls, and you might juſtly claim a pri 
Cipal ſhare in the comfort and honour, of f 
ing that good works proſper, to the ſucceis 
which, your prayers would largely contribu 
Next to the immediate aſſiſtance and conſolyfi 
tions of the Holy Spirit, nothing encourage: 
faithful Miniſter ſo much, as when he thin 
he can perceive that, while he is ſpeaking, M 
hearers are drawing down a bleſſing upon uM 
words, by their prayers: it adds wings to 


Rom. xv. 30. * 2 Theſſ. iii. 1. Ezek. xxxvi. i 
Ila. xxxvii. 21, 30. Acts xii. 5, 12. 
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fl, gives him a double impreſſion upon his 
n heart, of the weight and importance of the 

| / | uths he delivers; and enables him to diſpenſe 
„em with a double impreſſion, of demonſtra- 
Won and power, upon the hearts of others. 
3. By affording your countenance, and aſ- 
Wtance, according to the ability the Lord has 
ven you, to promote every prudent and well- 
rected ſcheme, which 1s ſet on foot, for the 
1 Pore effectual ſpreading of that knowledge, 
„ hich is neceſſary in order to win ſouls, from 
Sc dominion of ſin, to the ſervice of God. 


& Wmong theſe there are few, if any, which I 
y Wn more warrantably commend to your atten- 
3 Won, than the laudable and benevolent object 


the Society for promoting Religious Know- 
age among the Poor: —an inſtitution which 
has pleaſed God ſignally to proſper, both by 
e large increaſe of their fund from year to 
, and the many inſtances of the known 
opv effects, which have followed the peruſal 
the books they have diſtributed. Many more 
ſtances, as yet unknown to us, we truſt will 
E manifeſted in the great day, when the Lord 


- Wall appear in glory. Though the beginning. 
oY 2s Society was ſmall, they have, ſince the 
Wir 1750, when it was firſt formed, diſtributed 


Pore than four hundred thouſand books, up- 
airds of one hundred and five thouſand of 
mich were Bibles and New Teſtaments ; the 
WE! were ſmall and plain books, well adapted 
the capacities and circumitances, of thoſe 
Wo have, moſtly, but a confined education, 
gd who have not much time for reading. 
be number of books beſtowed annually has 
1 been 
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been on the increaſe from year to year. In the 
courſe of the laſt year, according to the printed 
account, the number, of all the different book; 
was fifteen thouſand five hundred and eighty | 
How much theſe donations may have mult 
plied the means of religious knowledge, among 
people otherwiſe deſtitute, in theſe kingdoms 
in our plantations, and in America, who ca 
ſay, who can even conjecture? And we hope 
by the benefactions of this year, the Society wi ; 
64 able to do more the following year than 
any former. People, who are in danger q; 
petiſhing for lack of knowledge, are ſtill ven 
numerous. The much which has been don: 
is little, compared with what the Society mig 
yet do, were their reſources equal to the 
wiſhes. I truſt, my requeſt, that you wil 
ſtrengthen their hands at this time, will not 1 
in vain; and that the brief account I hai 
given you of their deſign and progreſs, wi 
render farther ſolicitation needlefs. To beſpca 
the benevolence of my ſtated congregation | 
when a collection is propoſed, I feldom d 
more than inform them of the occaſion, ani 
that it has my good wiſhes. After the repeateli 
preofs I have had of their generoſity, I need ol 
no more. Nor will J ſuppoſe, that it is nec: 

fary to uſe any farther arguments to previ 
with yor. 

There may be ſome perſons preſent, wl 
will kindly aſſiſt us in procuring the means( 
religious know ledge for others, whoare, hithert 
unacquainted with the power, and the comfo! 
of Religion, themſelves. May the good Loi 
now awaken their deſires to obtain the of 
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ing needful, the pearl of great price, That 
Wnowledge which is neceſſary for the poor, is 


— 


Equally o for you, whatever your ſituation in 
Jie may be. Will you pity others, and not 
Fel a concern for your own caſe? You may 
Neſerve thanks from us, for your ready aſſiſtance 
this good work, and yet your heart may be 
a ſtate of alienation from God; you may 
ave amiable qualifications, which entitle you 
the eſteem of your fellow-creatures, as you 
re members of ſociety, and be, -at the ſame 
me, deſtitute of the faith and hope of the 
oſpel. Permit me, before we part, to offer 
ne conſideration to your ſerious thought. We 
ad, that eight perſons* only were ſaved in 
ee ark, and only four of theſe, Noah and his 
ieee ſons, were men. Conſidering the large 
imenſions of the ark, I think we may take it 
” f or granted, that Noah and his ſons did not 
Quid it without aſſiſtance: and there were no 
Wen to aſſiſt them in eſcaping from the flood, 
Nut ſuch as afterwards periſhed in it. What 
awful caſe ! To afford their help to build an 
rk for the preſervation of others, and then to 
main out of the ark themſelves, until the 
Jood came and ſwept them all away, There 
a day of wrath approaching. It will. burn 
ke an oven; it will ravage like a flood. The 
Poſpel points out a refuge. The believer in 
eſus Chriſt, like Noah in the ark, is in per- 
ect ſafety : he is already delivered from con- 
emnation, and ſhall ſtand before the Lord in 


umble confidence, when he ſhall come to 


1 Pet. iii. 20. 


judge 
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judge the world. Your concurrence in this chu. 


ritable deſign of diſtributing Bibles among th. 
poor, that they may be timely warned to fle. 
from the wrath to come, 1s commendable ;— 


thus you aſſiſt in preparing an ark for them 
the very book or books which your money wi 
purchaſe, may be blefſed to. the ſaving ſou!; 
and conſequently you may be the inſtrume!y/ 
Can you bear the thought of being inſtrument:} 


to the ſalvation of others, and to loſe your ow! 
ſoul, and be yourſelf a caſt-away at laſt, aft: 
all the means and opportunities you have bee; 


* 


favoured with, after all the warnings and cali} 


you have had, after all the good you may har 


done, as a member of ſociety.— Alas! is if 
poſſible that you can believe there is a flac 
coming, and that an ark is prepared, and ng 


flee, inſtantly flee, for refuge, to the hope {| 
before you? Oh! may the Lord make yo 
truly wiſe, and effectually win your foul t 
himſelf. 

Brethren, the wiſdom ſpoken of in my tes 
is very different from the wiſdom of this worl; 
which knows not God. But the Scriptu 
cannot be broken; let us therefore abide 


the ſure deciſion of that word which can 


deceive or diſappoint us. They are truly wit: 
who are wile to win ſouls; and though the 


may be now obſcured by miſrepreſentations a 


reproaches—they ſhall ſhine, ere long, as t 


brightneſs of the firmament”, and they th 


turn many to righteouſneſs, as the ſtars, ' 


ever and ever. JA 33 
7 Dan. xli. 13. 
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